Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 77 February 1984 167 problem in surgical pathology. Knowing of the difficulties of imperfectly fixed tissue or slides and the limitations of the H & E preparation for subdividing lymphomas, the authors have presented a complex subjectthe non-Hodgkin's lymphomaswith the correct assumption that very few of us will have the laboratory facilities for most of the cytochemistry and immunohistochemistry on which the whole of our contemporary lymphoma theory and classifications are based. But with good sections and the standard repertoire of laboratory stains, most cases can be classified, leaving very few for reference to the specialist laboratories. This book advises histopathologists when to think of T-cell lymphoma, and how to avoid over-diagnosing Hodgkin's disease. It is liberally salted with practical tips relating to differential diagnosis. This publication is produced in plastic ringbound form with a semi-stiff back at a very reasonable price. The authors in their preface make the point that the book is primarily for medical and dental students as well as paramedical students of anatomy. The book is entirely made up of individual pages of single black and white photographs of the brain and spinal cord. This may be the Achilles heel of the publication because the detailed labelling loses its clarity when used with these black and white illustrations. However, the pictures are ideal for use with the gross specimen alongside. The pages are large in format and one wonders whether life-size colour plates would be easier to study and give a better appreciation of the relationship of the structures to each other, but of course there would be an escalation in the production costs.
The lack of clarity and sharpness is at its worst in the CT scan pictures. These unfortunately were of a patient with an acoustic neuroma and one feels that a normal anatomical scan would have been more appropriate. A number of photographs are labelled as having been stained in a particular fashion but unfortunately the aims of the stain and results are not clearly indicated. The photographs of the spinal cord certainly show the grey and white elements, but there is no illustration of the spine arterial anatomy, nor is the wording relating to the spinal segmental level very clear.
This review may be considered as being totally critical but this is not the intention. The atlas would be excellent for gross topographical anatomy and orientation on transverse sections, the levels of which are clearly shown in the small adjoining diagrams. The references are adequate and the index clear for such a volume. The book fills a need between the totally diagrammatic and the very detailed anatomical tomes. The book is divided into sections, the first two dealing with the biology of hyperthermia. Topics covered are the postulated mechanisms and sites of action in tumour and normal tissue, the physiological changes that occur, and the interaction between hyperthermia and drugs and radiation.
The remaining sections cover the more clinical aspects of hyperthermia. There are some excellent reviews and all the various methods of achieving therapeutic hyperthermia are described. This is a useful reference book for those involved in the field, but is not suitable as an introduction to the subject. This is not a comprehensive manual for the treatment of sexual difficulties. Its contributors have expertise in handling emotional problems and, as one rightly points out, 'knowledge can be taught, expertise must be acquired'. In this context, the doctors' services are concerned with distress which cannot be easily understood by either doctor or patient, and reference is made to the 'listening method' as compared to the 'telling method'.
